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A crucial UN climate summit opened Sunday amid papal appeals for prayers and activists' demands for action, 
kicking off two weeks of intense diplomatic negotiations by almost 200 countries aimed at slowing intensifying 
global warming and adapting to the climate damage already underway. 


As UN officials gavelled the climate summit to its formal opening in Glasgow, the heads of the world's leading 
economies at the close of their own separate talks in Italy made pledges that included stopping international 
financing of dirty-burning coal-fired power plants by next year. 


But much of the agreement was vague and not the major push some had been hoping for to give momentum to the 
climate summit. 


Government leaders face two choices in Glasgow, Patricia Espinosa, head of the UN climate office, declared at the 
summit's opening: They can sharply cut greenhouse gas emissions and help communities and countries survive 
what is becoming a hotter, harsher world, Espinosa said. "Or we accept that humanity faces a bleak future on this 
planet." 


"It is for these reasons and more that we must make progress here in Glasgow," Espinosa said. "We must make it a 
SUCCESS." 


India Logan-Riley, an Indigenous climate activist from New Zealand, had a more blunt message for negotiators and 
world leaders at the summit's opening ceremony. 


"Get in line, or get out of the way," Logan-Riley said. 


But G20 leaders offered more vague pledges than commitments of firm action, saying they would seek carbon 
neutrality "by or around mid-century." They also agreed to end public financing for coal-fired power generation 
abroad, but set no target for phasing out coal domestically - a clear nod to China and India 


The G20 countries represent more than three-quarters of the world's climate-damaging emissions and G20 host 
Italy and Britain, which is hosting the Glasgow conference, had looked for more ambitious targets coming out of 
Rome. 


But major polluters including China and Russia had already made clear they had no immediate intention of following 
U.S. and European pledges to zero out all fossil-fuel pollution by 2050. Russia said on Sunday that it was sticking to 
its target of 2060. 
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Speaking to reporters before leaving Rome, U.S. President Joe Biden called it disappointing that G20 members 
Russia and China “basically didn't show up" with commitments to address the scourge of climate change ahead of 
the UN climate summit. 


British Prime Minister Boris Johnson struck a grim tone, saying G20 leaders "inched forward" on curbing global 
warming, but the goal of limiting temperature rise to 1.5 C - struck in a landmark deal at the end of the 2015 Paris 
climate accord - was in danger of slipping out of reach. 


"If Glasgow fails then the whole thing fails," Johnson said. 


At the Vatican on Sunday, Pope Francis urged the crowds gathered in St. Peter's Square: "Let us pray so that the 
cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor" is heard by summit participants. 
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